No Smoking and Vaping Policy

Rationale and background

On 1st July 2007 National regulations came into force regarding smoke free
environments. Bowls England and EIBA fully supported these regulations and this
policy is based on their suggested policy format and content.

Since that time, the use of e-cigarettes has increased. E-cigarettes do not produce
the same exhaled chemicals and do not include any form of burning. They therefore
cannot be treated in the same manner as ordinary cigarettes. Whilst the vapour
produced is considered by many as harmless it can nevertheless be an annoyance
to others.

As the great majority of our members do not either smoke or vape, TDBC feels it is
only fair to ensure they are able to enjoy playing bowls or simply enjoy the club
facilities without the presence of smoke or vapour and recognises the importance of
protecting everyone from the harms of second-hand smoke and wishes to act as a
role model to discourage smoking.

The original lease granted to TDBC by Somerset County Council states that it is a
smoke free site. TDBC have stated in their rules, for some time, that smoking and
vaping are not allowed on the premises which includes the indoor and outdoor
playing areas.

Bowls England's code of conduct strictly prohibits smoking, including vaping, on or
within 2 metres of the green during play.

Policy

Smoking and vaping are not permitted on any part of TDBC premises at any time, by
any person regardless of their status or business within the Bowls Club premises.
This includes members, visitors, contractors and delivery staff.

Smoking and vaping will not be tolerated at, or near the vicinity of, entrances and
exits and should be at least 2 m from doors or windows.

Smoking and vaping are discouraged in vehicles used for Bowls club player
transportation, unless when used exclusively by a single individual.

It is the responsibility of ALL members to ensure the implementation and
maintenance of this policy.

ALL Club members have a responsibility to ensure their personal compliance.
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All new members will be made aware of this policy when joining Taunton Deane
Bowling Club.

The Captain of the Day will advise all visitors of the Club Non-Smoking and Vaping
Policy before the start of every game.

This policy seeks to reflect common sense and courtesy to others.

Date of First Issue October 2025

Next Review October 2026
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